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RYA Advanced Powerboat Commercial Endorsment
From January 2005 there was a new system for obtaining a commercial Advanced Powerboat certificate.  Until the end of 2004 it was possible to commercially endorse any Advanced certificate regardless of whether it was obtained by doing a course or a direct assessment.

From January 2005 this has changed:  No Advanced Course completion certificates issued after 1st January 2005 will be commercially endorsed. Any new candidates for commercially endorsed Advanced certificates will require an exam.  However, course completion certificates issued prior to 1st January 2005 may be endorsed.  

Exams commenced in January 2005 and follow the same system that has been operated for commercial Yachtmasters and Coastal Skippers since the Codes of Practice were first introduced.  The pre-requisite experience and qualifications for Advanced exam candidates will be as follows: 


Minimum 2 years relevant experience including night pilotage (as a guide: 30 days, 2 days as skipper, 800 miles, 12 night hours). For holders of the RYA Advanced powerboat course completion certificate this seatime is reduced to: 20 days, 2 days as skipper, 400 miles, 12 night hours). 
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VHF/SRC operator’s licence 
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Valid first aid certificate 

If you want to use your qualification commercially you will require a commercial endorsement.  Further details are available from page www.rya.org.uk/training/commercial/.

How do I arrange my advanced exam?
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Via the RYA website (www.rya.org.uk) - book and pay for the exam. A RYA Powerboat Examiner will contact you to arrange a time and location.
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A Powerboat school can arrange it for you directly with the RYA. 

You will need to provide the craft for the examination. This will either be your own craft or will (by arrangement) be a school craft.  Either way it will need to be totally seaworthy for night navigation very well spec’d with (as a guide) electronic navigation, depth sounder and the relevant safety kit for night passages. A detailed specification sheet will be available in due course. 

How Do I Apply For a Commercial Endorsement?
 This can be done either via the RYA as outlined below or when you successfully complete your Advanced Exam the Examiner can sign the form to state that he/she has seen all of the relevant forms and then the RYA will issue the documents.

  The original certificate
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A Certificate of Completion of a Basic Sea Survival Course. The RYA can provide a list of schools.  
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A Medical Fitness Certificate. (The RYA or MCA can provide a form ML5, which can be completed by any Doctor.) Medical form - download it
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An endorsement fee of £15.00 (correct December 2003)
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A passport size photograph (please print name on back of photograph)

NB: We've done our best to keep this section 100% up to date and accurate. The RYA website should always be 100% correct so do check there
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